




MLS UPDATE

MLS Technology and Emerging Issues Advisory
Board met September 18 & 19.

Four recommendations for consideration by the
NAR Multiple Listing Issues and Policies
Committee at the REALTORS® Conference and
Expo in New Orleans.



MLS UPDATE

Recommendation 1: Amendments to NAR’s IDX
Policy and IDX Rules reducing the time to refresh
all MLS IDX downloads and displays to not less
frequently than 12 hours. The current
requirement is not less than three (3) days.
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Recommendation 2: Amendments to NAR’s IDX
Policy and IDX Rules to require inclusion of sold
information in IDX feeds unless sold information
is not publicly accessible.
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Recommendation 3: Amendments to NAR’s IDX
Policy and IDX Rules allowing MLS Participants
(and where permitted locally, MLS Subscribers)
to comingle IDX data feeds from REALTOR®
Association MLSs where the MLS Participants
and MLS Subscribers hold participatory rights.
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“Comingling” as used in the IDX policy means
that consumers can execute a single property
search of multiple IDX data feeds resulting in the
display of IDX information on a single search
results page; and that MLS Participants and
MLS Subscribers may display listings from each
MLS IDX feed on a single webpage or display.



MLS UPDATE

Recommendation 4: Amendments to MLS Policy
Statement 7.90, Real Estate Transaction
Standards (RETS), to require adoption and
implementation of RETS Web API by January 1,
2016.
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What is an API?

API, short for Application Program Interface,
describes a data transfer method that eliminates
the need to copy listings between servers. The
MLS becomes the original and only source of
MLS property data.
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Benefits of API:

Provides MLS participants/subscribers with
improved MLS data access including faster
updates/results, increased security, and ease of
use in displaying property information.
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The RESO Data Dictionary standardizes all
available data fields for software programing
and eliminates the need to “map” local MLS
data. This will not preclude MLSs from using
local terminology for naming data fields.





PROFESSIONAL STANDARDS UPDATE

Recommendations of the Expedited
Enforcement Work Group

“Streamlining” the existing ethics enforcement
procedures.
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• Existing administrative and procedural
deadlines enhanced.

• Optional “fast track” hearing process.

• Email preferred form of service for notices
and documents.



PROFESSIONAL STANDARDS UPDATE

• Strongly encourage use of conference calls
and other technologies to expedite decision
making process.

• Eliminate the “extreme circumstances”
requirement to participate in hearings
remotely.
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• Adoption of a Model Citation Policy to simplify
and expedite processing of minor violations of
the Code of Ethics.

• All associations to provide ombudsman
services on or before January 1, 2016.
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